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Sonoma Mountain Pinot Noir

Tasting Notes:

The Sonoma Mountain Pinot bursts with exotic high-note aromas of sage, violets, sandalwood,
and dried roses. Deeper toned fruit develops over time with blueberry and black cherry
predominating. The wine finishes very long, reverberating with the distinctive floral aromas.

Winemaking Notes:

Perched atop Sonoma Mountain on the cool northwestern slope, Steiner Vineyard is a mere 17
miles from the ocean. Dave Steiner planted his first grapes up here in 1973 making him a pioneer
of the region. His Pinot noir vines are cuttings selected from the venerable Joseph Swan vineyard.
Soils are ancient alluvials with underlying rocky areas that have been leached of nutrients over
the eons. The wine is made using similar techniques to the Carneros Pinot but with some distinct
differences due to the characteristics of the fruit: gentle destemming but with some slight
crushing, small open top fermentations, 6 -7 days of maceration after fermentation, pressed into
50% new French oak, racked once by gravity or with inert gas. The wine is aged longer in barrel
and bottle as it tends to develop more slowly.
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