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FROM mexico to the white house

Mexican-American Winemaker Rolando Herrera rises to the top

NAPA, January 21, 2003 - Rolando Herrera's winery was recognized when his Chardonnay was selected to be poured at the White House for President Bush's first state dinner with Mexican President Vicente Fox.  From his arrival in the United States from Mexico at the age of eight, to his childhood in Saint Helena, Rolando’s career in the wine industry is a tale of passion, determination, and the pursuit of excellence.  It all began in 1985 with a summer job at Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars.  After several years he became Stags Leap’s Cellar Master.  A passion for winemaking had been ignited, and Rolando was on his way. From Stag’s Leap he moved on to Chateau Potelle Winery, followed by Vine Cliff Winery.  In 2001 he was invited to join Paul Hobbs Consulting as Director of Winemaking. 

On January 25, 2003, the Mi Sueño Cellars release party at Vintner’s Collective will mark not only the release of Rolando Herrera’s first Cabernet Sauvignon, but a celebration of Mexican-American winemaking and heritage in the Napa Valley. Mexican-Americans are today an integral part of the energy that has earned the Napa Valley its reputation for world-class wine. Rolando Herrera has helped to open doors for future generations of Mexican-Americans. He brings into the spotlight the talent and dedication that they have brought to the wine industry. 

The Mi Sueño Cellars Release Event at Vintner’s Collective is Saturday, January 25, 2003, from 1:00 - 6:00 pm. The cost per person is $15, and includes tasting of the Mi Sueño Cellars 2000 Cabernet Sauvignon, 2000 Pinot Noir, and 2000 Chardonnay, live music and hors d’oeuvres. 
