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Joint tasting rooms
take the whine out of
sipping wine

| By Mike Dunne -- Bee Food
Editor
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5 | Here's a scenario that looks to be

i | more common each passing

i weekend: Ciana &ckert, tasting room manager at the

= Vintner's Collective in downtown Mapa, polishes a

glazs at her establishment, which offers zips of
wines from 10 wineries too small to have their awn
tasting rooms,

You head out for a leisurely day of
touring and tasting in one of
Morthern California's wine regions,
such as the Mapa Yalley. But traffic
Is congested and slow, and by the
time you reach the city of Mapa at the southern reaches of the Napa Valley,
Yyou are so wrung out ywou no longer want to continue the crawl north.

Sacramento Bee/Randall Benton

Mow you don't have to, Throughout California's wine regions, collective tasting
rooms are popping up in unlikely settings, and Mapa is the epicenter of this
latest attempt by wineries to grab new customers.

For wisitars to such wine
areas as the Mapa Valley,
collective tasting rooms
offer an opportunity to
taste the wines of 10 or so
individual producers
without hopping in and out
of the car to get from one
winery to another,

Basically, at a collective
tasting room, several
vintners pour wines in a
setting similar to a
traditional winery tasting gt - . s W‘
room. However, such b~ ) B )

tasting rooms generally Special Events  Field Trips  Membership Ehlml’lﬂfﬂt
aren't attached to a =
winery,

"Most af them are small companies; a tasting room would be too expensive for
them," says John Matthew Green of the wineries who do their pouring at
Yintner's Collective in downtown Mapa, where he is the director of sales and
marketing.

Housed in Mapa's oldest stone building, built in 1875 as a brewery, Yintner's
Collective plays host to 10 Napa Yalley wineries, with room far eight more. The
lineup includes such well-established brands as 0 Cubed Cellars and Mason
Cellars, as well as promising newcaomers such as Mi Suefio Winery and Melka
Wines.

Yintner's Collective has 38 different wines on hand, but on any given day just
four are poured. The cost is $£10 for four wines or $£15 for the four wines and a
logo glass.

At the nearby Mapa Wine Merchants, which carries the wines of 12 producers,
Thrace Bromberger takes a different approach. "Everything for sale can be
opened and tasted," Bromberger says. "If people don't taste it, they don't buy
it."

The counter behind her is lined with 20 bottles of opened wine. Wineries
represented at Mapa Wine Merchants include Gustavo Thrace, Benessere,
Harrison and Hendry. {Her charge is £5 for any three wines.)

Maore than today's competitive market is prompting vintners to join the joint
tasting rooms. Most participants are small, family-owned operations without
winery tasting rooms because of zoning requlations, remote settings or the
cost. Some make so little wine they can't get national distribution, so they
have had to come up with another outlet, Several don't even have their own
wineries, making their wines at neighboring wineries or custom-crush facilities.

The Mapa Wine Co. in Oakville is one such facility. Of the 85 clients making
wine at the Napa Wine Co., 22 brands are available in the adjoining Cellar
Doar, the company's tasting room. They include such high-profile producers as
Jones Family Yineyard, Fife Wineyards, Joel Gott and Pahlmeyer.

Selections for tasting are rotated in and out of the daily menu, which offers
four tiers of three wines each, ranging from £5 to $20 per group.

Randy Mason, owner and winemaker of Mason Cellars in the Napa Yalley, has
his wines at two tasting rooms, the Cellar Door and Yintner's Caollective.

"I can't afford a winery," Mason says in explaining why he makes his wine at
Mapa Wine Ca, Thus, collective tasting rooms offer him a way to expose his
wines aside from the traditional winery tasting room. "It's a way to get the
Mason name out and to get the wine tasted. If [ can get people to taste
Mason, I usually do a pretty good job of getting them to buy it."

Here's an introduction to sewveral collective tasting rooms in the MNapa Yalley:

* Artisan Wine Tasting, open 10 a.m.-6 p.m. daily. A former antiques shop
with a massive rock fountain out front, the new Artisan features 12 wineries,
including Howell Mauntain Yineyards, Domaine Charbay and Lamborn Family,
3000 Highway 29 {at Lodi Lane), 5t. Helena; (707) 967-0666.

* Cellar Door at Napa Wine Co., open 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. daily. Winemakers
occasionally appear at Saturday afternoon presentations. 7830-40 Highway
29, Dakville; {707y 944-1710; http://vww . napawineco.com/

* Mapa Wine Merchants, open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays
and Saturdays; 10 a.m.-7.30 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays. 1146 First 5t.,
MNapa; (707) 257-6796,

* Yintner's Collective, open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. daily except Tuesday. 1245 Main
St. (at Clinton Street), Mapa; {707 255-7150;
http://www.vintnerscollective.com/

* Wineries of Napa Valley, open 10 a.m.-8 p.m. daily. Eight wineries pour at
the newest of Napa's cooperative tasting rooms, including Goosecross Cellars,
Burgess Cellars and Girard Winery. 1285 Randolph St. {at Clay Street),
downtown Mapa; (707) 253-9450; http://www.napavintages.com/

About the Writer

The Bee's Mike Dunne can be reached at (916) 321-1143 or mdunne@sachee.com.

Lodi, Sutter Creek jump on bandwagon

Mapa isn't the only place collective tasting rooms are springing up. Lodi and Sutter Creel
also are testing the concept,

* Lodi Wine & Yisitor Center: Part tasting room, part exhibit hall, part ruseurn, the Lodi
Wine & Yisitor Center is the largest and most ambitious collective in Morthern California,
with 100 Lodi wines by 80 producers on hand, though just nine are available for tasting on
a rotating weekly basis, The fee is $1 per taste, Open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily at 2545
Wi, Turner Road, Lodi; (209) 365-0621; http:f fwww.lodiwine.comf

* Sutter Creek Wine Tasting: In contrast to rost collective tasting roorms, the three small
Sierra foothill wineries in this old Main Street residence -- French Hill of Calaveras County,
Le Mulet Rouge of Amador County and Gold Hill of El Dorado County -- don't charge for
pours of the 28 or so wines available any given day. Open from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily at
85 Main =t., Sutter Creel; (209) 2Z67-55838,
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